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YEAR 11 ENGLISH  PAPER 2 TIME: 1 hour   
 

Name: _____________________________________ Class: _______________ 

 
                                                                            
 

Part I:  Poetry – Unprepared Text                                                        10 MARKS                                                                             

Read the poem and answer all the questions below.                             
 

     
Nettles by Vernon Scannell 
My son aged three fell in the nettle bed. 

'Bed' seemed a curious name for those green spears, 
That regiment1 of spite2 behind the shed: 

It was no place for rest. With sobs and tears 
The boy came seeking comfort and I saw 
White blisters beaded on his tender skin. 

We soothed him till his pain was not so raw. 
At last he offered us a watery grin, 

And then I took my billhook3, honed4 the blade 
And went outside and slashed in fury with it 
Till not a nettle in that fierce parade 

Stood upright anymore. And then I lit 
A funeral pyre5 to burn the fallen dead.          

But in two weeks the busy sun and rain 
Had called up tall recruits behind the shed: 
My son would often feel sharp wounds again. 

 

 

1. Underline the correct answer in the brackets.                             1 mark [         ] 

a. This poem is written in the (first- / second- / third-) person narrative. 

b. The poet makes use of (a regular / an irregular / no) rhyming scheme. 

 

Track 2 Track 2 Track 2 

1. regiment - a group of soldiers in the army 

2. spite – hate 

3. billhook - a gardening tool used for cutting plants 

4. honed - to make something sharper 

5. funeral pyre - bonfire on which a body is cremated 

6. recruits – new soldiers who have just joined the army 
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2. The second line of the poem describes the nettles as “green spears”.  

a. What figure of speech does the poet make use of in this description?    

 _______________________                    ½ mark [         ] 

b. Comment on the effectiveness of this figure of speech.        1 mark [         ] 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What does the description of the nettles “behind the shed” suggest about their plan 

of attack?                        1 mark [         ] 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. When the parents comforted the boy, he gave them “a watery grin”. Comment on 

the effectiveness of this image.                                      1 mark [        ] 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is the effect of the pause at the end of this line?   

 “A funeral pyre to burn the fallen dead.”                                    1 mark [         ] 

 

 ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

  

6. The father describes the newly grown nettles as “tall recruits”. 

a. What figure of speech does the poet make use of in this description? 

 ___________________________                                   ½ mark [         ] 

b. Comment on the effectiveness of this figure of speech.        1 mark [         ] 

 ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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7. What is the message in the last line of the poem?                    1 mark [         ]   

 ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. The poem shows how the father tries to protect his son from the dangers of the 

world, as if he is at war. Comment on the way the poet creates a warlike 

atmosphere throughout the poem.                                    2 marks [         ]

      

 ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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"We are going too far," said Holmes. "We dare not take the chance of his being 

overtaken before he can reach us. At all costs we must hold our ground where we 

are." He dropped on his knees and clapped his ear to the ground. "Thank God, I think 

that I hear him coming." A sound of quick steps broke the silence of the moor. 

Crouching among the stones we stared intently at the silver-tipped bank in front of us. 

The steps grew louder, and through the fog, like through a curtain, there stepped the 

man whom we were awaiting. He looked round him in surprise as he emerged into the 

clear, starlit night. Then he came swiftly along the path, passed close to where we lay, 

Part II:  Prose – Unprepared Text                                                       10 MARKS            

Read the text carefully, then answer the questions below.                       

I have said that over the dark stretch of marshland in great Grimpen Mire there hung 

a dense, white fog. It was drifting slowly, in our direction, and banked itself up like a 

wall on that side of us, low, but thick and well defined. The moon shone on it, and it 

looked like a great shimmering ice-field, with the heads of the distant peaks as rocks 

being carried upon its surface. Holmes's face was turned towards it, and he muttered 

impatiently as he watched its sluggish drift.  

"It's moving towards us, Watson."  

"Is that serious?"  

"Very serious, indeed — the one thing upon earth which could have disarranged my 

plans. He can't be very long, now. It is already ten o'clock. Our success and even his 

life may depend upon his coming out before the fog is over the path."  

The night was clear and fine above us. The stars shone cold and bright, while a half-

moon bathed the whole scene in a soft, uncertain light. Before us lay the dark bulk of 

the house, its jagged roof and bristling chimneys hard outlined against the silver-

spangled sky. Broad bars of golden light from the lower windows stretched across the 

orchard and the moor. One of them was suddenly shut off. The servants had left the 

kitchen. There only remained the lamp in the dining-room where the two men, the 

murderous host and the unconscious guest, still chatted over their cigars.  

Every minute that white woolly plain which covered one half of the moor was drifting 

closer and closer to the house. Already the first thin wisps of it were curling across the 

golden square of the lighted window. The farther wall of the orchard was already 

invisible, and the trees were standing out of a swirl of white vapour. As we watched it 

the fog-wreaths came crawling round both corners of the house and rolled slowly into 

one dense bank, on which the upper floor and the roof floated like a strange ship upon 

a shadowy sea. Holmes struck his hand passionately upon the rock in front of us and 

stamped his feet in his impatience.  

"If he isn't out in a quarter of an hour the path will be covered. In half an hour we 

won't be able to see our hands in front of us."  

"Shall we move farther back upon higher ground?"  

"Yes, I think it would be as well."  

So as the fog flowed onward, we fell back before it until we were half a mile from the 

house, and still that dense white sea, with the moon silvering its upper edge, swept 

slowly and unrelentingly on.  
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and went on up the long slope behind us. As he walked, he glanced continually over 

either shoulder, like a man who is ill at ease.  

"Look out!" cried Holmes, and I heard the sharp click of a cocking pistol. "It's coming!" 

Adapted from The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle 

 

          

1.  The writer makes use of the first-person narrative in the passage. What is the 

effect on the reader?                                                                 ½ mark [         ] 

 

 ___________________________________________________________       

 

2.  “It was drifting slowly, in our direction, and banked itself up like a wall on that 

side of us, low, but thick and well defined.” 

a.  What figure of speech does the writer make use of in this line?   

                                                                                                ½ mark [         ]    

 ____________________________________________________________

   

b.  Comment on the effectiveness of this line.                  1 mark [         ]          

 ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  In the first paragraph of the passage, the narrator creates the setting of the 

 story. Fill in the missing information in the table below. The first one has been 

done for you.                                     

                                                                                                  1 ½ marks [       ] 

Place Grimpen Mire Time of day  

Atmosphere  Effect on reader  

 

 

4.  In his description of the night, the writer makes use of contrast. 

a.  Give two examples of this contrast.                                     1 mark [        ] 

 i.  ________________________________________________________ 

 ii.  ________________________________________________________ 

 



Page 6 of 6                                                                                    English (Follow-Up Session) – Year 11  Track 2 – 2021                                                                         

b.  Explain how this contrast prepares the reader for what follows.  

                                                                                               1 mark [        ]    

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  “Every minute that white woolly plain which covered one half of the moor was 

drifting closer and closer to the house.”                                     1 mark [         ] 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  “As we watched it the fog-wreaths came crawling round both corners of the 

house” 

a.  What figure of speech does the writer make use of in this line?        

                                                                                       ½ mark [         ] 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
b.  Comment on the effectiveness of this figure of speech.         1 mark [        ] 

  

 ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  

         

7.  The reader gets the impression that the man whom Holmes and Watson were 
waiting for was uneasy. Pick two details which show us this.         1 mark [        ] 

    

a. __________________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  Read the conversation between Sherlock Holmes and Watson. Explain how this 

conversation brings out their relationship.                                   1 mark [        ] 

 

 ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 
                                         


